Proposal to Change the Department of Art BA / BFA Degree Entrance Process

The Department of Art seeks approval to make changes in our BA / BFA entrance/exit procedures.  None of the overall requirements for either degree have changed nor have the requirements of our accrediting body NASAD. The revisions are partially in response to the recent reduction of the BA degree to 181 credit hours and our ongoing assessment of the undergraduate program. We propose to institute these changes beginning in the Autumn Quarter 2008.

We currently have a two-tier review process in place.  All students, whether their intentions are BA, BFA, or BAE enter our program as Pre-Art. Upon completion of 20 hours of Foundations coursework the students are reviewed by the Faculty, successful completion places them in the BA degree program. The student is then asked to complete a set of 30 hours of Core requirements, allowing an introduction to many of the emphasis areas offered in the Art Department. At this point the student is ready to apply by a juried portfolio to an emphasis area and begin work on their BFA. They should also be able to decide at this time, somewhere around the end of the second year to continue in the BA program or move into the BAE.  While sound in theory, we have found this system to be generally unworkable in practice, as it does not adequately take into consideration the large curricular differences that have been taking place between BA, BFA, and BAE. We are proposing to streamline our system, taking into consideration and building upon the many strengths offered by these different degrees.

The BFA is a tagged degree approved by OAA May 30, 1990 and consists of 196 credit hours. This degree denotes specialized studio training. The seven major areas of study are: Art & Technology, Ceramics, Glass, Painting/Drawing, Photography, Printmaking and Sculpture. A strong program in all of these disciplines offers state of the art facilities, experienced faculty, and provides a major opportunity for personal and artistic growth.

The Department of Art sees itself first and foremost as a professional degree-granting program. Our focus at the undergraduate level continues to be the BFA although we also offer an increasingly popular BA degree and minor and serve as practical training laboratory for Art Education. The BA in Art is a liberal arts degree program, The BA in Art serves as a general introduction to the experiences of the artist. It involves studio practice in all areas of the department and in art history and theory. This degree may be used as a springboard into a variety of careers.

Art Education's BAE undergraduates offerings include discipline focused courses, general education courses, and licensure courses. It provides undergraduate students with a well-rounded liberal arts education, intensive studies in visual culture, and significant preparatory course work in the theory and practice of art education.

While there are considerable areas of overlap in these three curriculums there are also distinct differences and we have had increasing trouble over the past few years in moving students into the correct track for their career goals. 
We propose six major revisions to our degree entrance procedures and advising structure

· Because of our mission to continue to be one of the most comprehensive studio-based university art programs in America all students entering the program will be tagged BFA.
· The Director of Foundation Studies will be charged with creating a new system for having Foundation Studies instructors measurably evaluate their BFA students.

· An Academic Standards Committee will be formed.  The Undergraduate Chair and Director of Foundation Studies will be on the committee with three additional rotating faculty members. The committee will be charged with discussing and reviewing the progress of the BFA students 

· Students will be informed of their ability to continue in the BFA program after the Foundation coursework is completed based upon review by the Academic Standards Committee. (NASAD required entrance requirements would be met through the successful completion and review of the five Foundation Studies courses.)

· There are sound reasons for choosing a BA in Art. All students wishing to complete the BA degree may petition the department, in writing, at any time after their first two quarters in the BFA program for permission to enter the BA program. Allowing an early shift to the BA degree ensures those students wishing to pursue their foreign language component to do so without any loss of competency. 

· Upon completion of the Foundation and the Core the BFA student must apply to and be accepted by an area of emphasis. This will be done by preparing a portfolio of Foundation and Core coursework. Students will meet with the Faculty of the emphasis area to present their work and participate in an interview process. 

· The BAE, as a degree, is perhaps best seen in this light as an area of emphasis. We continue to be committed to giving this population of students the best possible grounding in the Studio Arts while taking into consideration their curricular needs. The BFA is the best track to follow for students wishing to pursue the BAE. The first 2 years of the BFA align with the Department of Art Education's BAE and prepares students for entrance into this tagged degree.

· If a student does not get accepted into an emphasis area, whether in Fine Art or Art Education, they will be afforded another opportunity to petition the Department of Art to complete the BA degree. The purpose of the petition is not to prevent the students from pursuing a BA degree; rather it is help them focus their curriculum to their own particular needs. 

4-Year Plan

Year one:

Autumn (16)


Winter
 (17)


Spring (18)

GEC Eng 110 (5)

GEC Social Sci
(5)

GEC Natural Sci (5)

ACS (1)


Art 207 (5)


Philosophy 240 (5)

Art 205 (5)


Art 200 (2)


Art 208 (3)


Art 206 (5)


Art Core (5) OR 

Art Core (5) OR

History of Art 201/202 
History of Art 201/202 

At the end of the first year the BFA student will have completed 51 credits as follows:  21 - 26 credits GEC (selected from courses that will apply in either the BA or BFA degrees), 20 credits of foundation, 5 - 10 credits of Core work.  Note: 4 core courses have no art pre-requisites.

Year two:

Autumn (15)


Winter
(15)


Spring (15)

GEC 367 writing (5)

GEC Nat Sci seq 1(5) 

GEC Nat Sci seq 2 (5)

Art Core (5)


Art Core (5)


 Art Core/Emphasis (5)

Art Core/Emphasis (5)
Art Core/Emphasis (5)
Art Core (5) OR

Hist of Art (201/202)

At the end of year two the BFA student will have completed an additional 45 credits as follows:  15- 20 credits of GEC, completed the Core of 30 credits, completed an additional 5-10 credits of work beyond core.  They are prepared to apply to the BFA Emphasis area they desire at this time.  This layout of the first two years assures that the BFA student completes the foundation and core work of 50 credits and between 10 and 20 hours of the next level of art courses and at least 35 hours of GEC. 

Total 96 hours completed during the first two years.

During the next two years the BFA student will continue the balance of one GEC course per quarter to two art studios.  Students will have two years to complete their Emphasis area which allows them to enroll in the appropriate courses that might be offered only once per year or once every two years.

Year three:

Autumn (15)


Winter
(15)


Spring (20)

GEC math 104 (5)


GEC HA -(5)


GEC Data Anal -(5)

Art Emph  (10)


Art Emph- (10)

GEC HA (5)










Art Emph (10)

Year three will complete GEC 20 credits and Art Emphasis 30 credits

Year Four:

Autumn (15)



Winter
(18)


Spring (17)
GEC lit. (5)



GEC Soc Sci (5)

GEC Soc Sci (5)

Art – 10
`


Art – 10


Art – 10






Art 595 (3)


Art 696 (2)

Year four will complete GEC 15 credits and Art emphasis 30 credits and Art/level 3 writing 5 cr.

At the end of year four the student will have completed all requirements for the 196 credit Art BFA.

Advising Plan   

The Department of Art works very closely with USAS Arts Advising and will continue to do so. The support that their office provides is invaluable both for faculty and students. The proposed changes in our advising structure will supplement and support USAS Arts Advising' efforts. These changes are as follows:

The Undergraduate Chair will organize and announce to all the first and second year BFA students that there will be one mass-advising meeting for each group held in the evening during the first week of scheduling for the following quarter. These groups will include those students already in the university who recently declared themselves a BFA in Art.  The Director of the Foundations Program will be present for the meeting with first year students.  Students will receive, via email, a list of the appropriate courses for them to enroll in the following quarter.  This list would also be posted online for them to access at any time.  If they have any questions or wish to hear about general information or wish to speak with an advisor from a possible area of emphasis they should attend the meeting. 

Create a first and second year email list.  Depending on their year, the courses as described quarter by quarter in the 4-year plan would be sent to them as a reminder of which courses they need to enroll in.  Each emphasis area will be responsible for devising what it recommends for enrollment each quarter accounting for their pattern of course offerings.

All first and second year BFA students will be well served through this advisement, email, and group meeting. The further along in the program the less general advising they require.

Each first and second year student will be assigned a faculty advisor, who they could contact for additional advising as necessary.

Once the BFA student entered an emphasis area, a faculty person from that area will be assigned as their advisor.   This faculty person would guide them through the process of selecting courses and planning their remaining two years of study, just as the current process provides for, including quarterly advising day.

Implementation
Beginning with Autumn Quarter 2008 all incoming freshmen that wish to major in art will be listed as a BFA art major.  Any student currently in the program will have this one opportunity to simply declare themselves a BA in Art or a BFA in Art.  After Autumn quarter 2008 any student wishing to be a BA in Art must petition the Undergraduate Chair with their request.  We request there be two major codes instead of the one 066.  066 could remain BA and 067 designate BFA in Art.

Any current BA or pre-art major that declares themselves to be a BFA in Art must meet with their Art Faculty advisors to review their progress toward the BFA (review their department check sheet).  This will also be an advising session about working toward their emphasis area portfolio review and by what date they should submit their application.  Records will be kept that indicate when this group of declared BFA’s should complete their Emphasis application. 

The normal BA portfolio review scheduled for June 08 will be suspended. There will be several open meetings in the late spring 2008 with current pre-art and BA students to explain the changes and options they have.  This information will also be emailed to all the pre-art and BA Art majors.  All the regular faculty will also be prepared to discuss this switchover with intended majors in their classes.

